
 TOWNSHIP OF GOODLAND 
 LAPEER COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
 AMENDMENT OF TOWNSHIP OF GOODLAND ZONING 
 

TITLE 

An Ordinance amending the Township of Goodland Zoning Ordinance to provide 

regulations for the location, operation and maintenance of solar energy facilities and wind 

energy systems, and repealing any and all ordinances and/or resolutions in conflict 

therewith.  

THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GOODLAND, 
LAPEER COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS: 
 
 

SECTION 1.  AMENDMENT   
 
Section 1.2 Section 4.02 (Principal Uses Permitted) of Article IV (Agriculture/Rural 

Residential District) of the Goodland Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to 

add the following subsections (J) and (K): 

 (J) Exempt Solar Energy. 
 (K) On-Site Wind Energy Systems 
 
Section 1.2 Section 7.02 (Principal Uses Permitted) of Article VII (Residential) of the 

Goodland Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to add the following 

subsections (F) and (G): 

 (F) Exempt Solar Energy 
 (G) On-Site Wind Energy Systems 
 
Section 1.3 Section 8.01 (Principal Uses Permitted) of Article VIII (Manufactured 

Housing Park) of the Goodland Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to add 

the following subsections (G) and (H): 

 (G) Exempt Solar Energy 
 (H) On-Site Wind Energy Systems 
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Section 1.4 Section 9.02 (Principal Permitted Uses) of Article IX (Commercial District) of 

the Goodland Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to add the following 

subsections (R) and (S):  

 (R) Exempt Solar Energy 
 (S) On-Site Wind Energy Systems 
 
Section 1.5 Section 10.02 (Principal Permitted Uses) of Article X (Industrial District) of 

the Goodland Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to add the following 

subsections (M) and (N): 

 (M) Exempt Solar Energy 
 (N) On-Site Wind Energy Systems 
 
Section 1.6 Article XII (General Provisions) of the Goodland Township Zoning 

Ordinance is hereby amended to add the following Section 12.20 (Solar Energy): 

Section 12.20. SOLAR ENERGY. 

A. Exempt Solar Energy.  Solar Energy panels located on the premises of a farm, 

home, or business and which do not primarily involve the sale of electricity off the 

premises shall be exempt from the requirements of Subsection “B”.  Such units shall be 

allowed as a permitted accessory use in all zoning districts, providing the electricity is 

primarily used on site for a farm, home, or business and these exempt solar energy 

panels shall comply with all other restrictions and regulations for structures in the relevant 

district where they are located. 

B. Solar Energy Facilities. 
 

1. ADDITIONAL SPECIAL LAND USE REQUIREMENTS.  Solar Energy Facilities 

shall only be allowed as a special land use in the AR (Agricultural-Residential),           

C (Commercial) and I (Industrial) Districts, pursuant to Article XVI I  as to Special Land 
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Use approvals and the following requirements: 

(a) Applicant Identification. Applicant name and address in full, a statement  
that the applicant is the owner involved or is acting on the owner's  
behalf, the address of the property involved in the application 
(substitution may include a legal description or parcel identifications 
number(s)), and any additional contact information. Each application for 
a Solar Energy Facility shall also be dated to indicate the date the 
application is submitted to Goodland Township; 

 
(b) Project Description.  A general description of the proposed project 

including a legal description of the property or properties on which the 
project would be located and an anticipated construction schedule; 

 
(c) Procedure. The Planning Commission review of a Special Land Use 

Permit application for a solar energy facility is a two-step process. The 
first step is the public hearing and decision by the Planning Commission, 
per the procedures for review in Article X V I I . The second step, which 
may occur at a separate meeting for a solar energy system, is the site 
plan review process by the Planning Commission as described in Article 
16. A decision on the Special Land Use Permit application by the 
Planning Commission is inclusive of all proposed solar energy facilities, 
underground electrical lines, sub­ station(s), junction boxes, laydown 
yard(s), concrete batch plant(s), and any operations/maintenance 
building(s); 

 
(d) Certification. Certifications that applicant has complied or will comply 

with all applicable county, state, and federal laws, regulations, and 
ordinances.   

 
(e) Manufacturers' Material Safety Data Sheet(s). Documentation shall 

include the type and quantity of all materials used in the operation of all 
equipment including; 

 
(f) Decommissioning. Copy of the decommissioning plans and a description 

of how any surety bond is applied to the decommissioning process; 
 

(g) Complaint Resolution. Description of the complaint resolution process; 
 

(h) An applicant shall remit an application fee and an escrow deposit, in the 
amount established from time to time by the Township Board.  If 
professional review of plans is required, those costs shall be borne by the 
applicant. 
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2. ADDITIONAL SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS. The applicant shall submit a site 

plan in full compliance with Article X V I  of this Ordinance for each Solar Energy 

Facility and other solar energy equipment. Additional requirements for a Solar Energy 

site plan are as follows: 

(a) the project area boundaries, 
 

(b)  the location, height, and dimensions of all existing and proposed 
structures and fencing, 

 
(c)  the location, grades, and dimensions of all temporary and permanent 

on-site and access roads from the nearest county or state maintained 
road, 

 
(d)  existing topography, 

 
(e)  water bodies, waterways, wetlands, drainage channels, and drain 

easements, 
 

(f) all new infrastructure, both above and below ground, related to the 
project, and 

 
(g)  site plan must be prepared, signed, and sealed by a qualified State of 

Michigan licensed engineer. 
 

3.  STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS. Solar Energy Facilities shall meet the 

following standards and requirements: 

(a)  Location of Solar Energy Facilities. 
 

i. All solar energy facilities must comply with the requirements 
established in the Goodland Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 
ii. All fences and improved areas located on the site shall comply 

with the applicable setback for the district in which it is located. 
Furthermore, any structures or other improved areas located 
within the fence shall be at located least 130 feet from property 
line. 

 
iii. All solar energy facilities shall have a minimum landscape buffer of 

30 feet. A glare study to determine planting area is to be provided, 
followed up with an arborist recommendation. The buffer shall 
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contain evergreen trees or bushes planted no more than 2 0 feet 
apart and at least 8 feet tall at time of planting. The buffer shall 
obtain a height of 10 feet within 3 growing seasons. The trees or 
bushes may be trimmed but no lower than a height of 10 feet. 

 
(b) Site Security. Solar energy facilities shall be surrounded by an eight (8) foot 

tall chain link fence. The fence shall be designed to restrict unauthorized 
access. 

 
(c) The manufacturer’s or installer's identification and appropriate warning 

sign shall be posted on or near the panels in a clearly visible manner; 
furthermore, an information sign shall be posted and maintained at the 
entrance(s), which shall, at minimum, list the name and phone number of 
the operator. 

 
(d) All electrical connection systems and lines from the Solar Energy Facility to 

the electrical grid connection shall be located and maintained at a minimum 
of six (6) feet underground (both on the property where the Solar Energy 
Facility will be located and off-site).  

 
(e) An affidavit or evidence of an agreement between the lot owner and the 

facility's owner or operator confirming the owner or operator has 
permission of the property owner to apply for the necessary permits for 
construction and operation of the solar energy facility. 

 
 

5.  DECOMMISSIONING. 
 

Decommissioning: A decommissioning plan signed by the party responsible for 
decommissioning and the landowner addressing the following shall be submitted prior to 
the issuance of the zoning permit, which shall include: 
 

i. the anticipated life of the project; 
 

ii. the estimated decommissioning costs net of salvage value in current 
dollars; 

 
iii. the method of ensuring that funds will be available for decommissioning 

and restoration, to include but not limited to: 
 

• Complete removal Complete removal of all non-utility owned 
equipment, conduit, structures, fencing, roads, solar panels and 
foundations, and 

 

• Complete restoration of property to condition prior to development of 
the Solar Energy Facility; 
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iv. the anticipated manner in which the project will be decommissioned 

and the site restored; 
 

v. A provision to give notice to the Township one year in advance of 
decommissioning. A surety bond to assure payment of the cost of 
decommissioning shall be required. To ensure proper removal of the 
structure when it ceases to be used for a period of one (1) year or 
more, any application for a new solar energy facility shall include a 
description of the financial security guaranteeing removal of the 
solar energy facility which will be posted at the time of receiving a 
building permit for the facility. The security shall be a: 1) cash bond; 
2) irrevocable bank letter of credit; or 3) performance bond in a 
form approved by the Township. The amount of such guarantee 
shall be no less than the estimated cost of removal and may include 
a provision for inflationary cost adjustments. The estimate shall be 
prepared by the engineer for the developer and shall be approved by 
the Township. Every five (5) years, the PC shall review and, if 
necessary, update the Decommissioning Bond. The applicant shall be 
responsible for the payment of any costs or attorney fees incurred 
by the Township in securing removal; and 

 
vi. The timeframe for completion of decommissioning activities. 

 
 

6. COMPLAINT RESOLUTION. 
 

a. The Solar Energy Facility Applicant shall submit a detailed, written 
complaint resolution process developed by the Solar Energy Facility Applicant to 
resolve complaints from the Township Board or the Property owners or residents 
concerning the construction or operation of the Solar Energy Facility. The 
complaint resolution process must be approved by the Planning Commission as a 
condition of approval of the special land use permit application. 
 

b. The Township Board shall appoint a three-member Complaint 
Resolution Committee to oversee  and participate in all complaint  resolution 
discussions or meetings between the Township property owner  or resident and 
the Solar Energy Facility  Applicant. 
 

c. The Complaint Resolution Committee shall consist of one (1) 
member of the Township Board, one (1) member of the Township Planning 
Commission, and one (1) elector chosen from the community. 

 
d. The Solar Energy Facility  Applicant shall provide not  less than forty-

eight (48) hour  notice to the Complaint Resolution Committee and shall provide 
the opportunity for the Committee to attend any and all complaint resolution 
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discussions and meetings. 
 

e. The Township Board shall be kept appraised of all complaints and 
shall receive a report outlining the issues, the progress, and the resolution of each 
such complaint. Such report shall be presented monthly by the Complaint 
Resolution Committee. 
 
 
Section 1.7   Article XII (General Provisions) of the Goodland Township Zoning 

Ordinance is hereby amended to add the following Section 12.21 (On-Site Wind Energy 

Systems and Anemometer Towers): 

A. ON-SITE WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS and ANEMOMETER TOWERS. 

An on-site Wind Energy System shall not be subject to review and approval of the 

Planning Commission as specified in the requirements of Section 1600, Review and 

Approval of Site Plans and Section 1601.  

1. On-Site Energy Systems: On-site energy systems are designed primarily 

to serve the needs of a home, farm, or small business. 

2. Tower Height: The maximum tower height shall be governed by setback 

requirements as noted below, but in no case shall a tower exceed 120 feet 

above grade which is measures from grade to the tip of the blade in its 

vertical position.  

 

3. Towers: Wind Energy System Towers may include mono-pole, lattice and 

guy tower designs.  

 

4. Location Requirements: Freestanding On-Site Energy Systems shall be 

expressly prohibited from locating in a front or side yard and are permitted 

only in a rear yard. Roof top and/or structure installations may be allowed 

providing the applicant can demonstrate that such an installation meets 

building code requirements for wind loads and weight. Furthermore, the 

integrity of the structure for such an installation needs to be verified by 

having documentation from a licensed architect or engineer as to the 

suitability for a roof and/or structure installation.  

 

5. Property Setback: The Distance between freestanding On-Site Wind 

Energy System and the owner’s property lines and the owner’s residential 

dwelling shall be equal to one (1) times its height with its height being the 
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distance measures from grade to the tip of the rotor blade in its vertical 

position.  

 

6. Sound Pressure Level: On-Site Wind Energy Systems shall not exceed 

45dB(A) LEQ within 100ft of a nearest wall of an inhabited structure. This 

sound pressure level may be exceeded during short term events such as 

utility outages and/or severe wind storms.  

 

7. Construction Codes and Others Regulations: On-Site Energy Systems, 

including towers, shall comply with all applicable construction and electrical 

codes and building permit requirements. On-site wind energy systems shall 

comply with Federal Aviation Administration requirements, the Michigan Tall 

Structures Act, and local jurisdiction airport overlay zone regulations. An 

interconnected on-site use wind energy system shall comply with Michigan 

Public Service Commission and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

standards.  

 

8. Safety: An On-Site Wind Energy System shall have automatic braking, 

governing, or a feathering system to prevent uncontrolled rotation or over 

speeding of the rotor blades. All wind towers shall have lightning protection. 

The minimum vertical blade tip clearance from grade shall be 20 feet for a 

wind energy system employing a horizontal axis rotor. Mono-pole tower on-

site wind energy systems shall be designed and installed so as to not 

provide step bolts or a ladder readily accessible to the public for a minimum 

height of eight (8) feet above the ground. Lattice type towers, including guy 

towers, shall have the base of the tower enclosed by a six (6) foot high 

security fence. Guy wires for guy towers shall be well marked and provided 

with protective devices on the guy wires to a height of eight (8) feet above 

the ground.  

 

9. System Maintenance: The applicant shall maintain the on-site energy 

system in good condition. Maintenance shall include, but not be limited to, 

painting, structural repairs, and security.  

 

10. Permit Process and Requirements: Upon gaining Site Plan Approval 

pursuant to Section 1600 of this Ordinance, the owners shall obtain the 

applicable zoning, building and electrical permits which shall be required 

prior to the installation of an on-site energy system. The building permit 

application shall be accompanied by deliverables including the following: 
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A. An approved site plan showing location, dimensions, and types of 

existing structures on the property including any overhead utility 

lines.  

 

B. Wind energy systems specifications, including manufacture and 

model, rotor diameter, tower type, height and manufacturer. 

 

C. Tower foundation blueprints or drawings prepared and signed by a 

professional engineer licensed to practice in the State of Michigan or 

by the manufacturer’s foundation specifications for the tower being 

proposed for installation.  

B. UTILITY GRID WIND ENERGY SYSTEM AND ANEMOMETER TOWERS: 

 

A Utility Grid Wind Energy System shall be subject to the review and approval of the 

Planning Commission as specified in the requirements of Section 1600, Review and 

Approval of Site Plans and Section 1601. In addition, On-Site Energy Systems shall be 

permitted, subject to the conditions hereafter required and to any and all reasonable 

conditions which may be imposed in accordance with Section 504 (4) of the Michigan 

Zoning Enabling Act, P.A. 110 of 2006, as amended: 

 

1. Utility Grid Energy Systems: Utility Grid Energy Systems are designed 

primarily to provide power to wholesale or retail customers using the electric 

utility transmission and distribution grid to transport and deliver the wind 

generated electricity. 

   

2. Tower Height: The maximum tower shall not exceed 500 feet above grade 

which is measures from grade to the tip of a blade vertical position.  

 

3. Towers: Wind Energy System Towers shall be limited to a mono-pole 

design. 

 

4. Location Requirements: Utility Grid Energy Systems shall be located on 

parcels of land (owned or leased) that at a minimum, meets the required 

setbacks for all towers on the site, which also includes any other structures 

located on the site, i.e. Operations and/or maintenance buildings, 

substations, etc. Said locations shall be limited to areas zoned Agricultural 

District. 

 

5. Property Setback: Setbacks from Inhabited Structures: Each wind turbine, 

as measures from the centerline of its tower base shall be set back from the 
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nearest wall of an inhabited structure by a distance of no less than 1,020 

feet.  

 

A. Setbacks from Property Lines:  

 

a. Non-Participating Parcel: The distance between a wind 

turbine from the property lines of adjacent non-participating 

properties shall be at least one hundred fifty (150%) percent 

its total structure height, measured with the windmill blade at 

its highest point.  

 

b. A signed waiver must be signed to waive setback to property 

line by Non-Participating Parcel owner. 

    

I.  Participating Parcel: A setback for a wind turbine from the property 

lines of adjacent participating property is not required. 

 

B. Public roads: Each wind turbine shall be set back from the nearest 

public road a distance no less than one hundred fifty (150%) percent 

of the total height of the structure (measures with the windmill blade 

at its highest point) determined at the nearest centerline for such 

public road. 

 

C. Other Setbacks:  An operations and maintenance office building, a 

sub-station, or ancillary equipment shall comply with any property 

set-back requirement that may be applicable to that type of building 

or equipment.  

 

D. Sound Pressure Level: Utility Grid Energy Systems shall not 

exceed 45dB(A) LEQ within 100ft of an inhabited structure or at the 

property line or leased boundary line closest to the wind energy 

system. This sound pressure level shall not be exceeded for more 

than three (3) minutes in any hour of the day.  

 

E. Construction Codes and Other Regulations: Utility Grid Energy 

Systems, including towers, shall comply with all applicable 

construction and electrical codes and building permit requirements. 

Utility grid wind energy systems shall comply with Federal Aviation 

Administration requirements, the Michigan Tall Structures Act, and 

local jurisdiction airport overlay zone regulations. An interconnected 
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on-site use wind energy system shall comply with Michigan Public 

Service Commission and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

standards. Utility Grid Wind Energy System shall comply with 

applicable utility, Michigan Public Service, and Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission interconnection standards. 

 

F. Safety: A Utility Grid Wind Energy System shall have an automatic 

braking, governing, or feathering system to prevent uncontrolled 

rotation or over speeding of the rotor blades. All wind towers shall 

have lightning protection. The minimum vertical blade tip clearance 

from grade shall be 20 feet for a wind energy system employing a 

horizontal axis rotor. Utility grid wind energy systems (towers) shall 

be designed and installed so as to not provide step bolts or a ladder 

readily accessible to the public for a minimum height of eight (8) feet 

above the ground. A Utility Grid Wind Energy System site shall be 

designed to prevent unauthorized access to electrical and 

mechanical components.  All buildings on the site are to be kept 

secured and locked at all times when service personnel are not 

present. Collection lines must be buried by jack boring, 6(six) feet 

below bottom of ditch line, installed in a steel encasement with 

concrete flow fill at all crossroads and/or any road right away.  All 

spent lubricants and cooling fluids shall be properly and safely 

removed in a timely manner from the site. A sign(s) shall be posted 

near the tower(s) or operations and/or maintenance building that will 

contain emergency contact information. Signage placed at the road 

access shall be used to warn visitors about potential danger from 

electrical equipment and falling ice. 

 

G. System Maintenance: The applicant shall maintain the Utility Grid 

Wind Energy System in good condition. Maintenance shall include, 

but not be limited to, painting, structure repairs, and security. 

 

H. Abandonment/Removal Requirements: Any Utility Grid Wind 

Energy System which has reached the end of its useful life or has 

been abandoned shall be removed. An on-site energy system shall 

be considered abandoned when it fails to operate for a period of one 

(1) year. 

 

a. Physical removal of all wind turbines, structures, equipment, 

security barriers and transmission lines from the site at least 
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four (4) feet below ground level. Land owner may provide in 

writing a waiver to not decommission access roads or 

collection lines.  

 

b. Disposal of solid and hazardous waste in accordance with 

local and state waste disposal regulations. 

 

c. Stabilization or re-vegetation of the site necessary to minimize 

erosion. 

 

I. Permit Process and Requirements: Upon gaining Site Plan 

Approval (pursuant to Section 1601 of this Ordinance) and Special 

Use Approval (pursuant to Section 4.03 of this Ordinance) the 

owner/operator shall obtain the applicable zoning, building and 

electrical permits which shall be required for the installation of a 

utility grid energy system. The building permit application shall be 

accompanied by deliverables including the following: 

 

a. An approved site plan prepared and signed by a professional 

engineer licensed to practice in the State of Michigan showing 

location, dimensions, and types of existing structures on the 

property including any overhead utility lines.  

 

b. Wind energy systems specifications, including manufacturer 

and model, rotor diameter, tower type, height and 

manufacturer.  

 

c. Manufacturers’ Material Safety Data Sheet(s): Documentation 

shall include the type and quantity of all materials used in the 

operation of all equipment including, but not limited to, all 

lubricants and coolants. 

 

d. Sound Pressure Level: Copy of the modeling and analysis 

report. 

 

e. Shadow Flicker: A copy of the Shadow Flicker Analysis. The 

applicant shall conduct an analysis of potential shadow flicker 

created by each proposed wind turbine at all inhabitable 

structures with direct line-of-sight to a wind turbine. Such 

analysis shall be documented in a shadow flicker modeling 
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report to be submitted as part of the Special Land Use Permit 

Application to the Planning Commission. The analysis shall 

identify the locations of shadow flicker created by each 

proposed wind turbine and the expected durations of the 

flicker at these locations from sunrise to sunset over the 

course of a year. Site plans shall depict a contour around 

each proposed wind turbine that represents the predicted 

thirty (30) hours maximum per year shadow flicker generated 

by the modeling software used in the report. A residence will 

have no more than 30 hours in a year from a shadow flicker 

study.  The analysis shall identify all areas where shadow 

flicker may affect the occupants of the inhabitable structures 

and describe measures that shall be taken to eliminate or 

mitigate the problems. A shadow flicker mitigation plan shall 

also be submitted with the shadow flicker modeling report. 

Any shadow flicker complaint shall be addressed by the 

applicant and be mitigated. 

 

J. Decommissioning: The applicant shall submit a plan describing the 

intended disposition of the Wind Energy System at the end of their 

useful life, and shall describe any agreement with the landowner 

regarding equipment removal upon termination of the lease. A 

performance bond or equivalent financial instrument shall be posted 

in an amount determined by the Township to be utilized in the event 

the decommissioning plan needs to be enforced with respect to 

tower removal, site, restoration, etc. The bond shall be in favor of 

Goodland Township provided that any such instrument shall be in an 

amount of the full cost of decommissioning, not including salvage 

and shall contain a replenishment obligation. 

 
Section 1.8 Section 19.01 of Article XIX (Definitions) of the Goodland Township Zoning 

Ordinance is hereby amended to add the following definitions: 

Anemometer Tower: A freestanding tower containing instrumentation such as 

anemometers that are designed to provide present moment wind data (wind speeds and 

direction) for use by the supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) systems which 

is a temporary use to determine how much wind power a site can be expected to 

generate. 
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ANSI:  ANSI means the American National Standards Institute. 

dB (A):  The sound pressure level in decibels. It refers to the “a” weighted scale defined 

by ANSI. A method for weighting the frequency spectrum to mimic the human ear.  

Decibel:  The unit for measure used to express the magnitude of sound pressure and 

sound intensity. 

Decommission:  To remove or retire from active service. 

Decommissioning Plan:  A document that details the planned shut down or removal of 
a solar energy facility or structure from operation or usage. 
 
Fence:  A continuous barrier extending from the surface of the ground to a uniform height 
constructed of wood, stone, steel, or other metal, or any substance of a similar nature 
and strength. 
 
Height (Tower):  the height of a wind turbine is measures from the natural grade to the 

tip of the rotor blade at its highest point. 

IEC: The International Electrotechnical Commission. The IEC is the leading global 

organization that prepares and publishes international standards for all electrical, 

electronic and related technologies. 

Improved Area:  Area containing solar panels, electrical inverters, storage buildings and 
access road. 
 
Inhabited Structure: Any existing structure usable for living or non-agricultural 

commercial purposes, which includes but is not limited to working, sleeping, eating, 

cooking, recreation, office, office storage, or any combination thereof. An area used only 

for storage incidental to a residential use, including agricultural barns, is not included in 

this definition.  

ISO:  The International Organization for Standardization. ISO is a network of the national 

standards institutes of 156 countries.  

Non-participating Parcel: A property that is not subject to a wind turbine lease or 

easement agreement at the time an application is submitted for a Special Land Use for 

the purposes of constructing a commercial wind energy conversation system or wind 

energy system. 

On-Site Wind Energy System:  A wind project used for generating electric power from 

the wind which is intended to primarily serve the needs of the consumer at the site, i.e., 

agriculture, residential, commercial, industrial and public land uses.  
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Participating Parcel:  A property that participates in a lease or easement agreement, or 

other contractual agreement, with an entity submitting a Special Land Use Permit 

application for the purposes of developing of a commercial wind energy conversion 

system/utility wind energy system. 

Public Road:  Any road or highway which is now or hereafter designated and maintained 
by the Lapeer County Road Commission and/or the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT), whether primary or secondary, hard surfaced or other 
dependable roads. 
 
Residence:  A building used as a dwelling for one or more families or persons. 
 
Rotor:  An element of a wind energy system that acts as a multi-blade airfoil assembly, 

thereby extracting through rotation, kinetic energy directly from the wind. 

SCADA Tower:  A freestanding tower containing instrumentation such as anemometers 

that is designed to provide present moment wind data for use by the supervisory control 

and data acquisition (SCADA) system.  

Shadow Flicker:  The alternating changes in light caused by the moving blade of a wind 

energy system casting shadows on the ground and stationary object, such as but not 

limited to a window at a dwelling. 

Solar Energy Facility.  An energy facility, an area of land, or a structural rooftop 
principally used to convert solar energy to electricity, which includes, but is not limited to, 
the use of one or more solar energy systems.  This definition shall only include those 
facilities that primarily sell electricity to be used off site. (See Section 12.20(B)) 
  
Sound Pressure Level: The sound pressure mapped to a logarithmic scale and reported 

in decibels (dB). 

Utility Grid Wind Energy System: A commercial wind facility used for generating power 

by the use of wind at multiple tower locations in a community and includes accessory 

energy used such as but not limited to electric substations and SCADA towers. A Utility 

Grid Wind Energy System is designed and built to provide electricity to the electric utility 

transmission and distribution grid.  

Wind Energy System: A system for generating electrical power by the use of the wind; 

utilizing use of a wind turbine generator and includes the turbine, blades, and tower as 

well as related electrical equipment. This does not include wiring to connect the wind 

energy system to the grid.  

Wind Site Assessment: An assessment to determine the wind speeds at a specific site 

and the feasibility of using the site for construction of a wind energy system.  
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SECTION 2.  REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS 
 
 All resolutions, ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this 

Ordinance are to the extent of such conflict hereby repealed. 

 
SECTION 3.  SEVERABILITY 
 
 If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Ordinance is for any reason 

held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the invalidity or unconstitutionality of such section, 

paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of this 

Ordinance. 

 
SECTION 4.  PUBLICATION 
 
 This Ordinance shall be filed with the Township of Goodland Clerk and a Notice of 

Ordinance Adoption shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

Township of Goodland within fifteen (15) days after its adoption.  A copy of this 

Ordinance may be purchased or inspected at the Township of Goodland Clerk’s office 

during regular Township business hours. 

 
SECTION 5.  EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 The undersigned Supervisor and Clerk of the Township of Goodland hereby certify that 
this Zoning Ordinance Amendment was duly adopted by the Goodland Township Board on the 
8th day of August, 2018 and was published in the Tri-City Times on the 5th day of September, 
2018. This Zoning Ordinance Amendment was made effective seven (7) days after said date of 
publication. 
 
____________________________________ 
Ronald Cischke 
Goodland Township Supervisor 
 
____________________________________ 
Mavis A. Roy 
Goodland Township Clerk 


